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Spirit of 69 

Welcome to Issue 4 of Spirit of 69. Thanks for all 
the comments and feedback we have received 
with regards the previous issues. It’s always good 
to hear the comments good or bad so keep them 
coming. A lot have asked if we have a Webpage. 

At the moment no, but there are plans to do one in 
the near future. In the meantime there is a 
Facebook page. When I did the first issue I never , 
thought we would get this far to be honest. I wasn’t 
sure there was a place for authentic (paper) zines 
anymore, but it’s good to be proved wrong. 


This issue Laurence Cane Honey-sett tells us what going on with Trojan, 
we have an interview with The Champions INC, from North California 
the second and last part of Laurel Aitken feature, as weU as reviews and 
style. If you fancy contributing to the zine get in touch via the Email 
below - it would be good to hear from you. 


Contributers: Laurence Cane Honey-sett, Lina Hansen, 
Alex Stover Photo’s (Champions Inc) 


Thanks To: 

Michelle (I’m a Pirate) Young, Sue, Laurence Cane Honey-sett, 
Lina Hansen, Stephanie and Champions INC, Sherina and the Alley 
Cats, Ska Shack Radio, Let Down Lee, Ska Wizard, Roots, 

Harry Harrington, Sean Flowerdew, Matt Worley, and last but not 
least, Top Skin Ric. 


Brought To you with the help of: 

Red Stripe Lager and Skittles 

CONTA CT :SBWI9M 9SK IN2IN&& A QL CO. UK 
FACE800K:SPIM0F6 9SKIN2INF 
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Word On the street 



Depending on when you picked this up, 

Skagate (the Margate Ska fest) will soon 
be upon us with 3 days of Ska and reggae 
in the sea side Town of Margate. When 
we first started putting do’s on we 

never thought it would grow into „ , , ^,„ r f 

what it has. From bands that have played in the town and with regular 
Dj nights, Reggae and Ska seem to be part of the fabric of the town with 
the Westcoast Bar, The Black Cat and the Underground Club building 
the scene. After talking with a number of friends up and down the country, 
it seems that Reggae and Ska is finding its feet again within the DJ world, 
whether on original vintage vinyl, CD or MP3. Reggae Ska nights seem to 
be in vogue at the moment. How long it will last we don’t know, but let’s 
enjoy it while we can. 


Facebook was awash with comments after the BBC broadcast a Crime 
drama which involved original 69 skinheads as the main protagonists with 
a machine gun. The program was set in the north of England in 1969. 

The wardrobe department took some stick, and the top button issue raised 
its ugly head, but on the whole it wasn’t that bad. It showed the Skinheads 
night club and then the music went a bit downhill, although the Dj did play 
some good tunes. He could also time travel, as some were released a bit 
later than 69 - well 1972. Still, at least we weren’t portrayed as glue 
sniffing Seig Hielling idiots, as the media normally portrays us, so it’s one 
step closer. 


While we are on the subject of TV, Channel 4 put out a 30 minute program 
on the 80’s mod revival which included Skinheads and Two Tone. 


Record store day saw Trojan release 4 LP’s for the US market. Although 
most collectors will have the tracks already, it’s good to see Trojan 
releasing again. Sounds of the universe also put out a 7inch Studio One 
box set, which is still available, as are the LP’s via Amazon. 





REGGAE MEWS 

While it may not be particularly apparent 
right now, there's been a lot of activity 
on the Jamaican music front at a variety 
of record companies over the past few 
months. So without further ado, here is a 
little rundown of what we can expect 
over the coming months... 

Trojan Revival 

Things have finally picked up on in 
earnest on the Trojan front, with work 
on numerous new releases either recently 
completed or currently underway. 

Among the titles lined up for release this 
summer are high quality vinyl 
reproductions of a variety of classic 
albums from the golden age of reggae. 
While this first batch may not include 
any rarities, with the focus primarily 
on the big sellers from 1968 to 1975, 
subsequent titles in the series will be 
digging a little deeper, providing the 
opportunity for fans to pick up some 
real collectors items at an affordable price. 

Also on the schedule for this year are a 
number of new CD collections, including 
double disc sets featuring the work of 
reggae legends, Ken Boothe and John 
Holt, highlighting specific periods in 
their respective careers. In addition 
there will be a 2CD collection of the 
best-known boss reggae hits from 1968 
to 1970, plus a deluxe 7” vinyl box set, 
compiled by Michael de Koningh, 
which is to feature rarities from the 
same period. A belated follow-up to his 
highly sought-after ‘Haunted House’ 
collection, the set will be produced in 
limited numbers and include faithful 
reproductions of 8 original Trojan- 



released singles. Further information 
on this and all the other Trojan 
releases mentioned will follow in 
the next newsletter. 

Meanwhile, Trojan also calling 
upon anyone willing and able to help 
ensure the label is represented in the 
best possible way in future by 
sending in any reggae related 
imagery that could possibly be used 
in CD or vinyl artwork, with label 
scans, record sleeves, charts, artist 
photos, articles and adverts all 
extremely welcome. Needless to 
say, all contributors will be duly 
credited if any of the imagery they 
have supplied is used. 

So if anyone out there can help, 
please send any contributions to: 
Laurence.Cane-Honeysett@umusic.com 

And finally, Troj an has also been busy 
repackaging and reissuing many of 
the most popular Trojan titles that saw 
release by Sanctuary and Universal 
over the past decade, while the US 
division has started releasing a series 










of limited edition genre-themed vinyl 
albums, which, if demand is sufficient, 
will eventually see issue in the UK. 

Universal Sounds 

While activity at Universal Music’s Boss Shots 
label has wound down in recent months, the 
company continues its policy of releasing new 
reggae compilations. April saw the issue of an 
expanded version of Steel Pulse’s 
‘Handsworth Revolution’, while this summer 
sees the issue of two more titles in the 
‘Presents’ range, both of which focus on 
reggae discomixes (from Island and Virgin 
Front Line, respectively), plus a Gregory Isaacs 
collection highlighting his work for Virgin, 
Island and Chrisma Records, a 2CD set 
compiled by DJ, musician, filmmaker and 
journalist, Don Letts, and an expanded version 
of the Abyssinians’ classic 1978 LP, ‘Arise’. 

Universal have also revived the old Virgin 
label, Caroline Records, which over the 
coming months (and hopefully years) will be 
releasing CDs and vinyl collections showcasing 
a variety of musical styles, one of which is, 
thankfully, reggae. This May sees the 
release of four new Jamaican music collections 
from the label, namely expanded versions of 
Third World's eponymously titled debut album, 
the Paragons’ 1981 reunion collection for 
Island Records and Burning Spear's ‘Social 
Living’, with the latter also due to be 
available as a double LP. The fourth collection 
is a double CD compilation comprising 
Culture’s four albums for Virgin Front Line, 
including the previously unreleased 
‘Black Rose’. 

Future releases are set to include further 
original albums bolstered by bonus 
material, with work well under way on 
Judy Mowatfs ‘Black Woman 5 , ‘Reggae 
Got Soul 5 by Toots & the Maytals, the 
Heptones 5 1976 album, ‘Night Food 5 , and 
Jimmy Cliffs seminal 1969 LP. 



22 ESSENTIAL EXTENDED MIXES 
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Fantastic Voyage From Future Noise 


Rounding things off, independent record 
company, Future Noise, has continued his 
policy of releasing new collections aimed 
at fans of vintage Jamaican sounds on its 
Fantastic Voyage imprint. 

Among these are a couple of new deluxe sets 
compiled and annotated by Phil ‘Enthucol’ Etgart, 
with the first being the latest in the popular 4 
Jumping the Shuffle Blues’ series, ‘It’s Jamaica 
Jump Blues Time!’, which saw issue in March. As 
with previous three volumes, the release is jam- 
packed with many of the most popular recordings 
on the Jamaican sound system scene during the 
late 4 50s and early ‘60s and makes a fascinating 
and hugely enjoyable listening. Phil has also 
put together 4 Out Of Many, One Music! Songs 
That Shaped Jamaica’, an impressive collection of 
tracks that directly influenced many of Jamaica's 
leading music makers during the sixties and 
seventies. Both of these 3CD collections are also 
to be available in limited numbers as double vinyl 
albums.. Another 2LP vinyl collection due to see 
issue this summer is ‘Feel So Fine’, which brings 
together 28 of the biggest Jamaican hits from the 
early sixties, without crossing over on any of the 
material that featured on Mike Atherton's excellent 
‘Mash It!’ and ‘Youth’s Boogie’, previously 
issued by Future Noise. 


The last of the titles from the label 
Currently rescheduled for this year is 
‘Jamaica Is The Place To Go’, a two-disc 
set of Mento sides that is to be a 
companion volume to the acclaimed 
‘Mento Not Calypso’ collection, 
issued two years ago. 

And that's about it for now, so let's just 
hope for a long spell of warm sunny 
weather to which we can enjoy some of 
the sounds that are being made available 
this summer! 

Until next time... 

Laurence Cane-Honeysett 































This issue of style we have a gander at footwear. 
Today its all about brands, Doc Martens, Solvair, 
Loake, Frank Wright. But it wasn't always like this, 
Back in the beginning in the late sixties, any boot 
was worn with the jeans rolled up to show them off, 
mostly to intimidate. But slowly Docs where the 
boots to be seen in, along with Hawkins Astronaut. 
As the skinheads started to play up on the terraces, 
they started to wear steel toe cap boots. Some would 
cut the leather so the steel could be seen, while 
others painted the tips. The old bill got wise to 
these boots and they were ruled as an offensive 
weapon. Boot laces were taken and I even heard 
of boots being removed. 


Hawkins astronauts’ were 11 hole, and I remember 
them around in the early 80's we always saw them as a 
vintage pair you can wear them with pride, but with pairs going for incredible 
amounts on ebay, they are more a trophy boot than a necessary assesory 


sms 


Laces these would normally be the ones that came with the boots back in the late 
sixties, but in the 80's and today they can be different colours, and in the 80's these 
meant different things, depending on where you lived. But I can't recall yellow, 
this is a newish look. 


As today the original skins liked to polish the boots, to perfection, steel toes caps were 
made to shine. This was the age when things were made to last and most English 
made dm's were thick leather and breaking them in took time and hurt. Even in the 
80's the boots would make your heals bleed as you wore them in. Today the quality 
has dropped and i've heard that some polishes affect the leather, making them crack 
more. 


By the eighties things had got a little stupid and the look much more harder, with 14 
hole dms being popular with the oi! Boys. At this time gettagrip and grinders came 
into fashion, mostly with some Oi boys and grinders were popular in the gay scene 
normally worn with bleached jeans. Dm's even did 20 holes I believe, but most skins 
avoided these. 

Brogue boots were also worn, our local mob called them dealers, and they came in 
oxblood, black and tan, we used to get them at Woolwich market. They could be worn 
with jeans or sta press, and generally looked well smart. 







Sifts 

Brogues 

Top shoe of choice for your suedehead 
was Royals normally made by Loake 
these long wing tip brogues, 

(American Brogues) were the shoe of 
choice. Today they retail for around £150 
quid, although there are cheaper versions 
out there. But most chose normal brogues 
or Brogue boots today, as they seem to 
be more popular. I picked up a pair of Tan Loake brogues in a charity shoe for 8 quid, 
and slowly polished them darker. So check charity shops you never know what you will 
find. 

Loafers 

Frank Wright Loafer was the shoe of choice in the 80’s, Today the go for loads of 
wedge on ebay, Most popular brands are Ikon or Delicious Junction and Doctor Martins 
also do a pair. It also depends on your style most like tasseled loafers, some with a fringe, 
there are also penny loafers which have no fringe or tassels and get there name from 
shiny penny’s being put into the small pocket that ran across the top of the shoe. But 
Loafers don’t seem to be as popular toady as they were back then, May be they were seen 
as more Rude boy style. 

Dr Martin shoes, once again back in the 80’s this was the shoe of choice, but today no one 
ever seems to wear them, choosing the more vintage Norwegians. 

Trainers 

This is where we go into a stage territory, Addias Trainers started to appear in my area 
around the mid 80 s, sambas and Gazelles, were worn. We even wore moccasins, n 
ormally with red Toweling socks and jeans. 
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The High Priest of Reggae 
Laurel Aitken Part * 


With The Bee's backing him, they 
toured the country. Laurel even got 
The Bee's to record some tracks for 
Siggy Jackson at Melodise. Laurel and 
The Bee's then signed to Columbia, but 
this didn't last long and Laurel and the 
band were without a label. 

Laurel saw this as an opportunity and 
signed to Graeme Goodall's Doctor Bird 
label, along with the Bee's who changed 
their name to the Pyramids. 

Laurel’s first release for the label was 
‘Mr Lee’, which featured ‘Birmingham 
Girl’ on the Flip and uses the ‘Rough 
Rider’ riddim. It was also now that 
Laurel would start to produce some of 
the best skinhead reggae. He even used 
aliases to cover that it was him, 
‘Lochness Monster’ by King Horror 
aka Laurel, being a prime example. 

By 1968 the Skinheads, or Peanuts as 
they were called back then, started to 
appear and were choosing reggae as 
their main source of music, along with 
Motown. Laurel was in his element; he 
had always played tunes for the people 
and now he got his chance. 

Laurel headed to Regent Studio in 
Denmark Street, along with the backing 
band The Rudies, and laid down some 
serious British Skinhead Reggae, 
which saw its majority of releases on 
Pama's NU Beat Records. These 
included the classics ‘Pussy Price’, 
‘Everybody Suffering’ and the classic 
‘Jesse James’. 


Laurel's first long player release for 
Pama was ‘Scandal in Brixton Market’. 
This, I suppose for want of a better word, 
was Laurel’s conceptual LP. The tracks 
create a story and in the political climate 
at the time it was a daring thing to do. It 
features a mix of tunes that, along with 
the singer Girlie and The Rudies backing, 
tells a story. I can remember seeing this 
LP back in the era of Two Tone and 
getting a brief listen in the record shop. 

It didn't quite work for me and I chose to 
pick up a few singles instead. 

But back then in 1969 it sold like hot 
cakes and Laurel and his tunes were 
becoming flavour of the day. Pama 
collected 12 tracks and the ‘High Priest 
of Reggae’ was released. This was the 
album to own. I had a taped version and 
it wasn't until around ‘85 that I saw it in 
a record shop in Swindon hanging on the 








LAUREL AITKEN 

wall. I enquired at the price and, checking 
my girlfriend wasn't around, promptly 
brought it. It set me back 12 quid, which 
was a lot back then. It smelt so good and 
sounded even better without the tape hiss 
I had been used to. 

Laurel continued to release top tunes, 
some of which appeared on the Ackee 
Label as well as Bamboo. He nearly 
made the charts with ‘It's too late’ on 
Trojan Records. As it moved into 1972, 
so reggae was changing the Boss sound 
was moving into Roots. The skinhead 
audience was beginning to fade. Laurel 
released a number of tunes on the Trojan 
imprint Big Shot. Laurel then signed to 
the Belguim based label Hebra and 
released ‘The Fantastic Laurel Aitken’. 

It would be his last long player. He 
released another single for Trojan 
‘Fattie Bum Bum Gone to Jail’. 

Laurel moved to Liecester and faded 
from the scene, but with the advent of 
The Specials and Two Tone fever hitting 
the UK streets, it was time for Laurel to 
return. He signed to I Spy records and 
backed by the Ruts under the name of 
The Unitone they released ‘Rudi Got 
Married’. It hit the charts at number 60, 
becoming Laurel’s first pop hit. He did a 
UK tour and supported the Skatalites on 
Hasting’s Pier. The released another 
single ‘Big Fat man’ floundered and 
once more, Laurel faded away. 



Laurel albums to check out from this 
period. 


Laurel Aitken says Fire 
(Pressure Drop) 

22 tracks from the Doctor Bird era. 
It’s a mixed bag that shows his talent 
to perfection. 

The Pama Years (Grover) 

18 tracks including two unreleased 
tracks ‘Apollo 12’ and ‘Benwood 
Dick’. This album features some of 
the lesser known Nu Beat tunes. 

Woppi King (Trybute) 

Top collection of tunes including all 
the classics on Pama ‘Everyody 
Suffering’, ‘Jesse James’ and 
‘Landlords and Tenants’. This album 
from ‘97 was a gem. 

Scandal In Brixton Market/ High 
Priest Of Reggae (Pressure Drop) 
These two albums cover the Pama 
period with 49 cuts across the two 
albums. It features some top tunes, 

1 but also a few duff ones. 






Sally Brown Gonna Mash Up The 
Town 

Laurel's retirement didn't last long as 
the DJ Gaz Mayall coupled him with 
Lloyd Severight and Potato 5. They 
cut a number of singles: ‘Mad about 
You’ / ‘Sally Brown’ and ‘Sahara’ / 
‘Long Time’. These were used on the 
987 LP. Ska was once again gaining 
momentum in what was to be known as 
the Third Wave Movement. 

Laurel then joined Unicom records and 
was teamed with the Pressure Tenants. 
They released an number of records 
together on Unicom. The first release 
was ‘Everybody Ska’, a 12” which 
saw a 6 minute version of Laurel’s 
Live classic ‘Skinhead’. This was 
followed by another 12” of ‘Sally 
Brown’. Unicorn also started to 
release compilations of Laurel’s old 
stuff and these were compiled by 
Laurel himself. 

At the beginning of 1990 Laurel 
released his first new solo album for 
over 20 years. ‘Ringo The Gringo’ 
featured many new songs and with the 
Pressure Tenants backing him there was 
no stopping the man. A video was 
released of him and the band playing at 
Gaz’s, and Laurel was once again on t 
he way up and back in demand 
performing in the UK and Europe. 

He continued to record with various 
bands including the Toasters, The Ska 
Flames, Skarlatines and Court Jesters 
Crew. He released a number of CD’s 
with European bands and with the 
Spanish bands he sung in Spanish. He 
even re-recorded some of his classics 
for Grover. He licensed out some of his 


Old tunes and Reggae Retro released the 
brilliant ‘Woppi King’, which I helped to 
sell with Ken Jones Rip at a Ska Fest in 
Brixton earning a free copy. Laurel 
continued to tour. In the beginning of 
2001, he played a number of gigs with 
Freetown, one of which appeared on the 
CD Laurel Aitken Live at Club Ska. 

He fell ill in 2003 and spent a couple of 
months in hospital. In 2005 he returned 
to Club Ska to play a show with a number 
of friends and this was filmed. It was to be 

Laurel’s last performance as on July 16 th 
he suffered a major heart attack and 
passed away aged 78. 

Laurel was a true pioneer. He championed 
Jamaican music through out his career. 

He always spoke out about how it was 
skinheads that helped him in the late 60’s 
and how they continued to support him 
even since. Laurel truly was the 
Godfather of Ska. 








The Champions Inc are a 
skinhead reggae band from 
San Jose, California. The 
one thing that will always 
personify this band is their dedication to the scene/music. They have 
gone through a few lineup changes, some were sad departures and 
some good riddance, but overall they have come through it all stronger 
and more dedicated. If you want goosebumps, listen to Steph belting it 
out on She’s Moving On. 



Who are the members of The 
Champions? What bands have they 
played in before joining the band? 


The Champions are Steph Kenyon on 
vocals, Mike Kenyon on guitar, Alex 
Garcia on bass, Big Russ on Organ, J 
ason Tescher on Trombone & backing 
vocals, and Mike Whatleyon drums. 
More recently, we had a guest vocalist 
named Jesse Ward sing with us in Las 
Vegas. He had his own band in 
Bakersfield called The Tarfons and 
was the lead singer of the SoulSteppers, 
both skinhead reggae bands from 
California. He may stay on with us 
and will definitely be on stage with 
us again! 

Mike's musical history includes a San 
Jose Power Pop/R& B band called the 
Scheme back in the 90s that played 
locally and in Los Angeles for the 
mod and scooter scene. Alex was in a 
metal band called Push Sue Aside right 
before he joined us to start the 
Champions. He was in another local 
metal band in the late 80s early 90s 
called Oblivion and has played bass 
throughout his school career. Big Russ 


is our organ player and he was in The Dreadren, 
a roots fusion group based here in San Jose in 
which he played keyboards. He also used to be 
in a punk band called School of Assassins in 
which he played bass, He was the lead singer, 
songwriter and guitar player for a roots reggae 
band called San Jose Rockers and has played a 
lot of small gigs playing ukulele and guitar 
doing a genre he calls folksteady. Jason plays 
in the Sacramento reggae band The Steady Ups 
and Sol Peligro, a Sacramento Latin fusion band. 
Whatley’s musical history includes many bands 
and he is rumored to be an ex Cheech and Chong 
band member. 



















Why a skinhead reggae band in California that 
already has so many reggae bands....what makes 
you different? 

I love Skinhead Reggae and rocksteady and I think my 
voice is suited for reggae and soul. It is the only music 
I can become completely immersed in and my heart is 
in tune with. Mike is a Northern Soul man; pretty 
much his biggest passion is collecting and listening to 
Northern Soul. Mike also appreciates reggae, 
rocksteady and ska. We made a compromise in starting 
the group, we talked a lot about where to focus our 
energy and it made more sense with the resources we 
had at the time to go in the direction of Soulful 
Jamaican music from our favourite era, the 60s. I 
wasn't worried about how many other bands were out 
there, I had no idea how many there were. I was more 
concerned with making music I would have loved to 
hear live when I was growing up here in California. 
There were plenty of bands calling themselves "tradska" 
and they played some really good music, but skinhead 
reggae? Only a few bands even really attempted it in 
the last 15 years. Now, I am seeing many bands that 



are playing great authentic music fr 
your heart is in it and you love it as 
the more the merrier. Now the goal 
expressing who we are and not just 
adding personality to it. We are dis< 
feelings and new things to contribu 
can think outside of the box, they v 
Over think it and try to compare to 
moment. We are a dance and move 
connect with our audience on a dee 



them an experience that moves the 
group was, is and always will be c< 
in our game, we don’t hide it and 1 
out there. EVERYONE in our groi 
obvious! 







om that era, which is amazing. If 
we do, then we are kindred spirits, 

[ is to make sure we are truly 
copying something without 
covering all kinds of sounds and 
te to the reggae scene and if people 
/ill understand our sound. If you 
what is out there, you will miss the 
ment band and we are just trying to 
per level all the time and give 



j m. Also, the foundation of our 
onnected with skinheads. No shame 
we embrace the greatest subculture 
up feels the same and it is pretty 



As a vocalist,Jamaican Artists Phyllis Dillon, Hortense 
Ellis, Pat Kelly as well as soul artists Little Anne, Tami 
Lynne, Dusty Springfield, influence me etc. I also find 
inspiration in the sense of humor and sassy attitude of 
Wanda Jackson. I have never been in any other music 
groups, but have been singing all my life. Big Russ finds 
his organ playing inspiration in the original bad boys of 
reggae JackieMittoo, Glen Adams & Ansel Collins. Russ 
loves soulful reggae singers such as Ken Boothe, Pat Kelly, 
Ken Parker and Jr. Soul. He has a lovely voice as well 
and you can often see/hear him singing right along with 
his favorite tunes on stage! Alex cites his influences as 
soul, funk, rock and jazz, which I will take as his overall 
love and appreciation for all good music. His favorite 
bass players include Mark King, Aston Barrett, Leroy 
Sibbles, Larry Graham, Charles Meeks, Charles Mingus, 
Geddy Lee, Simon Gallup, John Taylor, John Paul Jones, 
etc. Mike as a guitar player,is undoubtedly influenced by 
R&B, Soul and various other genres growing up as a mod. 
Mike has a keen ear for Northern Soul and this is infused 
into his music. Jason cites his influences as Don 
Drummond, J. J. Johnson, Steve Turre, Doc Sevrinsen, 
Tommy McCook, Roland Alphonso, The J.B.s, Termites, 
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Heptanes, Ethiopians, Justin Hinds, Desmond Dekker, Ray Charles, Bunny Sigler, 
Sesame Street, the Muppets, Harry Belafonte, and many more. Whatley, our drummer. 
a man of mystery, evaded almost every question. 



What has been your favourite show to 
Date? 

My favourite show to date, would have 
to be in San Diego at the Whistle Stop 
because it felt really intimate and the 
crowd was eye level with us and it was 
just a party with beer flowing and 
everyone dancing. It made me feel like 
we were at home in San Jose with our 
San Jose crowd! Big Russ commented 
that Derrick Morgan was his favourite 
show to date; he was honoured to play 
with the legend. 


If you could play anywhere in the world, 
where would you want to play? 

Jason- “Antarctica. Can you picture the 
skinhead penguins that would come out with 
their little braces and boots? Adorable!” 

Russ- “London” 

Steph- “The ENTIRE United Kingdom & 
Scandinavia” 

Mike- “Tibet” 

Alex- “Fresno” 


Whatley-”Barstow” 
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Weirdest experience at one of your gigs? 

Russ-”Craziest thing.. .the Roddy Radiation show where the girl dropped her pants and 
started to piss in front of everyone backstage.” 

Jason- “Some drunk woman begging me to let her play Whatley's drums right after our set. 
Seriously, she grabbed my arm and begged me. Either that or the dude at Johnny Vs who, 
in the middle of the set, asked me to hold his jacket for a second. Sure. Let me put down 
my trombone. We’ll wait for you.” 

Steph- “Being heckled by a former member of The Untouchables, who was chanting 
“oioioi” and telling me to “Get dirty, Get Raw!” and yelling in my face while I sang “I like 
your world” by the Gaylettes. Then watching him bump into my friend Amy and get 
punched in the face and kicked out. Wait, did you say weirdest or most amazing?” 

www.thechampionsinc.com 

https://www.facebook.com/tliechanipioiisjiic 

Check out their first music video on YouTube, Are You Reggae Now - The Champions Inc 


Upcoming Dates: 

May 8 th : Sacramento, CA 

May 23 rd : Punk Rock Bowling 
Music Festival, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 


Special thanks to Lina 
who conducted this 
Interview. 



> 











Fanzine Fiction 



Gary lifted the lid of the Dansette. He turned 
the small knob and after a loud click the box 
started to hum. He reached across and pull 
an LP out of the record case; he wasn’t sure 
what it would be and to be honest he didn’t 
really care. But his random choice had been 
a good one. The bright red writing stood out 
on the light blue cover and Gary slid the 
record out of the sleeve, placing it on the 
turntable, first hooking away the arm. He 
could now smell the values heating up and 
he turned the speed to 33, twisting the switch 
to on. The machine did the rest, jerky 
movements as the needle arm moved 
towards the record, clunking as it went. 

The set down wasn’t gentle and it made a loud noise as it connected to the black platter, 
then it settled down and the intro hiss started. A few seconds later the tune started. Gary 
stood up and picked up his No6. Pulling one out, he tapped it on his hand before putting 
it into his mouth. He reached for his jacket, which he had thrown onto the chair, and 
pulled out his lighter. As he lit the cigarette, he pulled in the sweet tobacco fumes tinged 
by the petrol of the lighter. As he moved towards the bed he caught his reflection in the 
mirror. His right eye was well and truly swollen. That Brighton supporter had packed a 
hefty punch and in all honesty they were lucky to get away without being nicked. After 
the initial fracas, Gary and his friends had been in two more and while on the terraces the 
old bill had been watching him. He laughed to himself, thinking how top boy Steve had 
gone down after the first punch. The mellow tones of Ulya Kurayakin were starting to 
issue forth from the speaker as he lay on the bed. He took a last drag of his fag and 
stubbed it out in the ash tray on his bedside cabinet. His mind started to drift. How cool 
it must be being a secret agent, having a gun and a girl, beating up bad guys. The 
glamour, he thought, unlike his job making furniture. Still he loved the smell of the 
wood and it was better than some jobs. Terry was a dustman. Now that was hard. At 


least he had a skill and was a reasonable carpenter. 

Just then there was a knock at the door. He got up, turned down the sound and opened 
his bedroom door. “Hello Gary” the girl said. 

“Hello Janice,” Gary said back. He could hear 
his sister’s music drifting from her bedroom and then her voice “Has he got any Janice?” 
as she called above Diana Ross. Janice was two years older than Gary and, at 18, a 
women really. 

“Well,” she said, “Have you got any fags?” Gary stepped back into the room and she 
followed. She spied the pack of No6 on the side. Janice wasn’t good looking, but she 
wasn’t bad either. She was wearing a light blue mini dress with white tights and a pair 
of small penny loafers. 18 









Fanzine Fiction 

“Well?” she asked again, noticing Gary was looking at her breasts. She reached out and 
pulled out two cigarettes out of the packet she had picked up. Stepping forward, she reached 
down and picked up the lighter, brushing the front of Gary’s Levi’s. He moved and she 
gave him a wink as she lit the cigarette. She returned the lighter to its place and this time 
her hand gently rubbed the front of his fly. His cock stirred inside his pants. She leaned 
forward and whispered “Not big enough yet Gary. 

“Stop winding him up!” came his sister’s voice from the hallway and Janice laughed as she 
left the room. 

“That’s two fags you own me!” Gary shouted after them. 

“Yeah right.” came the muffled reply as the girls closed the bedroom door still laughing. 

Gary woke with a start. He could his mum shouting his name and then muffled talking and 
footfalls on the stairs. His door opened and daylight from the hallway streamed in. 

“What the fuck are you doing?” said John. “We’re fucking late!” he said, pulling open the 
curtains. Gary sat up 
“Late for what?” he asked. 

“You were supposed be down the cafe an hour ago. They sent me here to fetch you and to 
make sure you haven’t bottled it.” 

“Bottled what?’ 

“We are taking on the Cavendish crew,” John said, throwing Gary’s jeans at him. 

“Come on, I’ll be downstairs eyeing up your sister.” John left. 

Fuck, Gary thought as he pulled on his Levi’s and grabbed his boots which were still dirty 
from'yesterday. He grabbed his shirt and quickly buttoned it up and went downstairs. John 
was sitting chatting to his mum. Gary grabbed the polish out of the cupboard. “No time for 
that,” said John grabbing his arm. “But me boots!” 

“Just lace them up.” came John’s reply, handing him his denim jacket. „ 

They almost sprinted down the road. “Your shirt needs an iron and there’s blood on it. 

John said as they turned the comer. 
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Fanzine Fiction 


They arrived at the cafe. “Fucking hell, look at the state of you!” Dean said. “Fucking late 
again.” 

“Ok, what’s happening?” Gary asked. 

Right, the Cavendish mob have put it around that they want a scrap, so were meeting 
them down by the canal and now we are late.” The small group of boys set off. The 
youngest was only 14 and Gary and Dean were the oldest at nearly 17. As they turned the 
comer to the canal road, they saw the other gang which looked like they outnumbered 
Gary and the others. 

“Well, well, well. Decided to show up have we? We were just coming to look for you.” 
said the large lad whose name was Eggy due to his farts. Well, that’s what Gary had heard. 
“Well we are here now.” replied Dean. 

“So I can see. Not many are there. The other bottled did they?” the boy said. Dean stepped 
up to him. “Not really.” Dean replied, just as the rest of the gang came round the comer 
behind the Cavendish mob. Eggy looked round and saw the ten other lads were carrying 
lumps of wood of various shapes and sizes. He looked back at Dean as Dean head-butted 
him. Eggy’s nose split and everyone rushed forward as the Cavendish mob scattered. 

Boys were running in all directions, some chasing and some running away. 

Eggy looked up in disbelief as blood poured from his nose. Dean punched him and the 
lad just fell away. It was then that Gary heard the shouts and saw one of the Cavendish 
mob was in the canal but wasn’t exactly swimming. Gary ran and didn’t even think as he 
dived into the canal. He grabbed the lad and pulled him to the bank where Dean and the 
other boys pulled them up. 

The lad was crying and coughing up water. “Fucking hell! You all right?” 

Yeah, think so.” the small lad replied. The rest of the Cavendish mob were standing 
further up the canal, watching to see what happened. Eggy stumbled down toward the 
canal. “What you done to my brother you cunts?” he shouted, spitting out blood. 
“Nothing!” the lad shouted back. Eggy pushed his way through the lads. “I fell in as I was 
running away. This lad pulled me out.” He pointed to Gary. Eggy looked at Gary and 
held out a hand. “Thanks mate. He can’t swim so you saved him.” The rest of the 
Cavendish gang walked towards the group. Dean pulled out his fags and handed one to 
Gary and Eggy. Both boys said thanks. 

The group of lads shook hands, each commenting on the fight. Then Gary looked up and 
said “Why the fuck are you called Eggy?” The Cavendish boys all laughed. 

“It’s Eddie, not Eggy!” 





London International Ska Festival 




It hardly seems a year since we last sailed 
down the river with Keith and Tex. This 
time we were boarding the Dixie Queen 
to see the legendary Derrick Harriot. As 
with last year, it took a while to board as 
they searched everyone for contraband 
(e.g. Drink). The girls in our group had 
gone on first and secured a table. Once 
we were aboard it was a long wait at the 
bar and the Tighten Up dj spun some 
rocksteady numbers to get us into the 
mood. First up was AJ Franklin 
(Chosen Few) who played a full set of 
soulful rocksteady numbers. I did find in 
places that they were a little to lovers for 
my liking, but the crowd seemed to be 
enjoying themselves. After which the 
great man himself took centre stage and 
although looking old, his voice was crisp 
and so soulful. He played a number of 
his hits as well as a few tunes he had 
produced, which included the classic 
“Stop That Train”. He seemed to be over 
far too quickly and before we knew it the 
Dixie Queen was back at the dock and 
the bouncers were ushering us off the 
boat. Once again, Sean Flowerdew had 
pulled off a great show. 


After we disembarked, it was a quick tube 
ride over to Camden and to see and hear 
Sounds and Pressure Vs Axis sound system 
clash at the Forge, two valve sound systems 
were to battle it out. We arrived a little early 
and they were just testing the sounds; both 
were spot on crisp and clear with a bass that 
boomed in all the right places. Each selector 
played a few tunes each on their single decks. 
We couldn’t stay as long as we wanted but 
what I heard was spot on and if either systems 
play in your area they are definitely worth 
going to hear and soak up the vibes. 








INTENSIFIED/ERIN SARD WELL COLLECTIVE 
VICTORIA SWINDON, 25TH MAY 

It was a long trek up with the band, but once we arrived at the venue 
our spirits lifted. It was a really nice size and although empty it had a 
nice feel about it and I was not wrong. After grabbing a bite to eat, I 
began to spin some tunes and the place started to fill. It was good to 
see Wes and his missus as well as the rest of the Swindon posse. I 
can’t remember seeing the Collective before, but what a bunch of 
talented musicians. They played a storming set of tunes which includes 
some scorching instrumentals, with Erin’s nimble fingers tinkering on 
the old ivory (or plastic). The crowd seemed to love them, then it was 
Intensified’s turn. It’s now the bands 25th year and Terry, the 
original Drummer, is back in the fold. From the first chord the band 
had won over the crowd, with Paul’s soulful voice crooning out the 
tunes.^ Stefanie handled the keyboard to perfection, Will, Terry and 
Lewis’ drum and bass made up the back beat. While the brass section 
weaved their musical magic, Steve and Paul took up guitar and vocal 
duties. But to give the sound that extra depth, Lee bashed away on 
his percussion instruments. The crowd lapped them up, a top night 
from the organisers POP A Top Records. 









Don Drummond The Genius and 
Tragedy Of the world’s greatest 
Trombonist By Heather Augustyn 

233 page Book written by the talented 
author Heather Augustyn, covering 
Don Drummonds Life and career. 

It’s a comprehensive biography that 
will pull you in from the very start, 
covering his very short but creative 
life. Well researched and at times as I 
read it felt like I was standing next to 
the great man, watching his every 
move. Don Drummond his creative 
ability helped create and nurture the 
music we love, a sad and tragic story 
of the world’s greatest Musician. 



Various artists Bunny Striker Lee 
Select Harry Robinson 

Side A: 

1. Beltones-Feel Alright 

2. Roland Alphonso - Always By Your Side 

3. H.B. Robinson & The Carib-Disc-Co All Stars - Tell Me You Love Me 

4. Karl Bryan (King Cannonball) - Tell Me Love Me (Sax Vs) 

5. H.B. Robinson & The Carib-Disc-Co All Stars - Land Of Love 

6. Vin Gordon - White Cliffs 

7. Glen Adams - Glen Adams Special 

Side B: 

1. Lester Stirling - Forest Gate Rock 

2. Roland Alphonso & D. Tony Lee - Peyton Place vs. 2 

3. Roland Alphonso - Standing Tall & Proud 

4. Val Bennett - I'm Tired Of Talking 

5. Roland Alphonso & D. Tony Lee - Red Gal Ring Vs. 2 

6. Roland Alphonso - Smile & Remember Me 

7. Karl Bryan (King Cannonball) - Cannon Ball Rock 


14 track LP that features some top versions, of some great tunes,, I’ve 
raved about albums like this before, but I’m a collector, so if you re 
just a causal listener this album may not be for you, as it does feature 
some alternative takes and some rare tunes. Top tunes White Cliffs 
Vin Gordon, Glen Adams special and three version of How long, 

Top notch selection, for whose wanting the rarer tunes. 
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Boss Capone 69 Reggae 
Bonanza Grover Records 
Boss Capone’s 2nd great 
album of modern authentic 
vintage cuts, 

How they have done it I* 11 
never know, but the band 
have almost nailed 
the sound. I picked up the 
vinyl edition which via 
Mosquito Mail-order, 
also comes with a cd of the 
tracks. This album is all 
killer no filler, organ driven skinhead reggae at its best, I’ve played 
a few tunes out, and they slip in between original skinhead reggae no 
problem, top tracks “Funky Donkey” “Capone Come Strike 
(Reggae Time)“ and Toughness Injection. A Top album and it would be 
nice to see a couple of singles lifted tfom it. 


Tracklist: 

1. Capone Come Strike (Reggae Time) 

2. Tight Spot 

3. Mr. Jones’ Teahouse (Oh What A Calamity) 

4. Jesse Fox (Virginia City) 

5. Cinderella 

6. Tommygun Reggae (aka The Tommygun Skank) 

7. Toughness Injection (version) 

8. Why You Still Call Me Honey 

9. Don’t Love Me 

10. Eat My Candy Sweet 

11. Boss Capone’s 69 Reggae Bonanza 

12. Rudeboy Galore 

13. Funkey Donkey (aka Do The Funkey Donkey) 


Bonus track: 

14. What A Grind (Oh What A Grind) 


















The outsiders Fanzine Vol 2 Nol 

This large French Language zine which also has English translation on 
some articles. A4 size 71 pages, it features Derek Ridges, Mods, The 
Prowlers, South African Punk, Glory day’s as well as loads of reviews. 

No idea on price but for more info contact eflammimaro@yahoo.fr 

Alton Ellis - Girl I've Got A Date / 

U Roy - Wake The Town (Duke Reid / Buyreggae) EU 7" 

Classic tune re-issued on good quality vinyl with a good 
Clear sound. 



Justin Hinds & The Dominoes - Carry Go Bring Come 
/ King Sporty - For Our Desire (Duke Reid / Buyreggae) 

EU 7" 

Rocksteady Version of the Ska classic, Once again nice 
and crisp, a top tune to add to your box. 


Paragons - Wear You To The Ball / 

Earl Lindo - The Ball (Duke Reid / Buyreggae) 
EU 7" 

Classic Tune re-issue with the rare Organ cut on 
the Flip. 




Techniques - Love Is Not A Gamble / 

Dennis Alcapone - Love Is Not A Gamble 
(Duke Reid / Buyreggae) EU 7" 

Yet another classic tune re-issued by this Swiss Label 
Well worth adding to the collection if you don’t have it. 
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FOR FURTHER INFO & TICKETS VISIT; WWW.SKAOAYE.COIVI 
"Expect another Instalment of foot stomping, 
skanking and hip shaking SKA, REGGAE & SOUL 
this summer In the rejuvenated seaside town of 
Margate on the Kent coast" 


To bo hold indoors and outdoors of the creative quarter 
of Margate Oldtown featuring: 


WESTCOAST BAR&GRILL 3-5 King St. CT910D MARGATE, KEN 


mi .. www.skagrte.eom | 

sSJa 39 . mfltoegMa ^ • s 
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are playing great authentic music from that era, which is amazing. If 
your heart is in it and you love it as we do, then we are kindred spirits, 
the more the merrier. Now the goal is to make sure we are truly 
expressing who we are and not just copying something without 
adding personality to it. We are discovering all kinds of sounds and 
feelings and new things to contribute to the reggae scene and if people 
can think outside of the box, they will understand our sound. If you 
Over think it and try to compare to what is out there, you will miss the 
moment. We are a dance and movement band and we are just trying to 
connect with our audience on a deeper level all the time and give 



them an experience that moves them. Also, the foundation of our 
group was, is and always will be connected with skinheads. No shame 
in our game, we don’t hide it and we embrace the greatest subculture 
out there. EVERYONE in our group feels the same and it is pretty 
obvious! 
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